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Nevada Desert Experience celebrates Indigenous People's Day
Weekend Friday October 9 to Monday October 12, 2026

In April last year, President Trump signed a
declaration to reclaim Indigenous Peoples’
Day, to bring the holiday "back from the
ashes," he would reinstate "Columbus Day
under the same rules, dates, and locations,
as it has had for all of the many decades
before!"

Resist! Join us in Nevada to celebrate
Indigenous Peoples’ Day! For those who can
join us a day early on Thursday, Jeremiah
Jones invites us to greet the sun rise with a
traditional Western Shoshone ritual at the
Nevada test site at dawn on Friday morning.
Friday afternoon we will greet the day shift
leaving Creech Air Force Base, the center for
U.S. global drone warfare by remote control
in Indian Springs, with a challenge to disobey
illegal orders. We will end our witness on
Monday morning with nonviolent resistance
at the Nevada National Security Site (NNSS)
in Mercury.

The NNSS, on land stolen from the Western Shoshone nation, was the primary testing location of
American nuclear devices, most bombed place on earth, and is currently a key facility in the
production of new generations of nuclear bombs. We will be celebrating the desert and learning of
the threats to its people and its creatures. Meals and simple accommodations will be provided. We
will have time to sing, share food and stories, attend a powwow, create art, participate in traditional
sweat lodge, attend Las Vegas’ annual Pride Parade, reflect, pray and to conspire for survival.

To register, please contact us, info@nevadadesertexperience.org
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On the morning of Tuesday, October 13, Samuel Chawla-Rios (right) and Brian Terrell (left) will
“surrender” themselves to the Nye County Jail in Pahrump to each serve a 4-day sentence. Sam
and Brian were among the activists who at the close of NDE’s Sacred Peace Walk on Good Friday
entered the NNSA and were arrested, despite having permission of the land’s legal owner, the
Western Shoshone National Council. Barbara West (center) is presently negotiating to have her case
heard in the Beatty Justice Court. Photo of Brian, Barbara, Anthony Donovan and Sam in the
friendly custody of the Nye County Sheriff Department by Hideko Otake.

"the deeper part of me, the part guided by love"

by Samuel Chawla-Rios

| would be lying if | said that I’'m not scared of going to jail. The reality is, a small part of me wishes |
hadn’t told the judge that | would rather serve jail time than complete community service hours for
my civil disobedience at the Nevada National Security Site this past Good Friday. That small part of
me is guided by fear and self-preservation. What will happen to me in jail? How will this affect my
future? As a minority in this current political climate, can my safety be guaranteed? Why expose
myself to such risk?



But the deeper part of me, the part guided by love, makes it abundantly clear that this intentional
surrender is about something bigger than myself. | have seen how the issues of nuclear weapons,
environmental destruction, the horrors of drone warfare, and the destruction of Indigenous land are
all interconnected injustices. With this awareness, | am compelled by love to act to the utmost of
my capacity for the healing of Earth and of all life.

And though, as | write this, | do not yet fully understand why jail must be an essential part of my
particular sacred duty, | know one thing for certain: | must never let fear get in the way of what love
asks me to do. So, on October 13, | will surrender myself to the Nye County Detention Center. But
even truer still, | will make my unconditional surrender to the healing power of love.
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