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“We Won't be Fooled”

April 1st rally at NTS Raises Diverse V  oices for P eace
by Dave Peter

Photo: Stevi Carroll
Sunday April ¥, 2007 was a beautiful day in the Nevada destruction capable of destroying all life on our planet
high desert. It was also a day of peace and reflection al have been tested. The test site seems so out of place in the
the Nevada Test Site as leadsrof the Westem Shoshone | peaceful desert, a giant wound.
Nation invited people of peace to their lands stolen by the

fedeml government to test nuclear eapons The call was heard from all the spea& tha we must
insist no more nuclear weapons be developed and tested.
| could not walk with the Sacreddce Vdlkers who left The land has been raped and the resulting weapons still in

Las \egas on March Bth on their 69-mile jouney to the | the US. asenal should frighten\ery living being as a
Nevada Test Site They arived around 10 a.m. on Surydg threat against nature.

morning. Among the peace wadks was an inspiring 82-
year-old veteran committed to world peace and ending th@s a veteran who spent a few years working on the Nellis
threat of nuclear warfare. Air Force Base electronic contlrange just oer the
mountains from the test site, | reflected on my role in the

I made the trip with the executive director of my union, [ rape ofthis land while listening to the speaks and

Jane McAlerey who was a speak @ the rally. The taking in the views of the mountains and high desert. It
weather was perfect with a slight breeze to carry the was a time ofcleansing dr me to mak amends to the
prayers for peace and healing chanted by the leaders gf land and to the ni@ve peoples who are the real caretek
the Shoshone Nation in their native tongue. | listened of it.

intently as one Shoshone elder after another described fhe

loss they felt by being denied access to the lands of thgirThe clear and prafund wices of Emma’s Rwlution
ancestors and the pain they felt for the lands devastatefl blended into the natural setting, flying through the winds
by above- and belw-ground nuclear testingdr 50 years. | carrying a message of peace to the people and the land.

Amidst the vastness of the desert one seems so small. | | listened to Sister Rosemary who celebrated her 90th
Creosote bushes and Mohave yuccas stretch many mileshirthday that day discuss proteststahe Test Site since
to the distant mountainsThe peace and serenity ohe the 1950's when the above ground tests were still being

desert is violated by this place where weapons of masg conducted. She had a strongiee with a pwerful
message still today as the struggle to end the terrorism of

INSIDE THIS ISSUE nuclear weapons continues on.
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Upcoming Evénts """"""""""" 6 fellow veteran with an understanding of the conflicts that
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2007 Sacred P eace W alk:

Council News _
Reflections on a Ragtag Band

NDE held its bi-annual
by a P eace W alker

Council meeting this

March in Las Vegas. Atits heart, each life is a pilgrimage, through the unforeseen sacred places
There is a new Executive that enlarge and enrich the soul.” - bhn O’Donohue
Committee comprised
of Ming San Lai, Marcus
Page, Bonnie Bobb, and
Alan Senake. The Coun-
cil would like to wel-
come new member Alan

Edmonson, a teacher at

It is a bit of a ragtag band, one could ga- or one could sait’'s a bit of a
nomadic beleed community ofpilgrims being called into the deger
Imperfect humans in imperfect community — wiese could it be? &/ bring
ourseles our brolen-nesses — and

we bring hearts abursting with a

yeaming for peaceto love better to
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come Alan! compassion and nonviolence. )
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>33 The outer pilgimage molding this 2

The mission of Nevada nomadic band is the Sacreddte S

Desert Experience (NDE) Walk — six dgs walking deper into e
is to stop nuclear weap- the deset, walking to the Nevada Test Site callingdr an end to all nuclear

ans testing thr ough a cam- weapons and the nuclear threat which holds hostage all life on Earth.

paign of pr ayer, educa-
tion, dialogue and non-
violent dir ect action. NDE
mobilizes people of all
faiths to work toward
nuclear abolition and
nonviolent social change.
We are committed to pr o-
viding support for com-
munal and personal r e-
newal in the desert tradi-
tion. Our immediate at-
tention focuses on ending
sub-critical tests and
other w ar-making pr epa-
rations at the Nevada Test
Site and preventing the
retur n of full scale nuclear

Mornings — we drum till the sun rises wer the mountaintopcircle plan, and

are blessed and smudged with sacred sage by Willie Fragosa. Willie brings his
willow staff which we tale turns carying and his wisdom, reminding us tha
the ancestas are with usEvery morning, he tells us gain: rememberevery

step is a payer for peace

And then we walk. dist keg putting one bot in front of another Right foot,
left foot, right foot, breshe. Beside us mountainbebre us mountains
behind us mountainsThe deserenfolds us We statle a ratbit, little birds in
the brush. An inch ofrainfall last year we are told — gt the desdrlives —
branches ofcreosote bshes bend acefuly as a dangea Zen stugl

Journey outward, jouney inward. Each pilgm malkes their avn inner pah.
Looking out through the egs: slg and desdrso \ast it takes your bredh.

testing . The desetr makes its wg into your heat and soul as the dust mek its wg
>SS into your evening soup bwl. Looking inward behind the es: big sk mind,
vastness beynd words Being called
Nevada Desert Experience into the desert will transform you,
1420West Bartlett Avenue

LasVegas, NV 89106-2226 empty you and fill you with its own
emptiness

(702) 646-4814
info@

NevadaDesertExperience.org

We'e dived deely into many wgs of
naming Spirit: sharing Muslim evening
prayer, Friday evening Shaba, bahing
the Baby Buddha, re-hearing the
Christian andHebrew stories of
pilgrimage, of our ancestors who were
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Divine Strak e Called Off -

Where are W e Now?

by Kamillah Fairchild

In the midst of celebrating the cancellation of the Divine
Strake deton#on the rhetoric gainst a mounting nuclear
threat in Iran is building. The Defense Threat Reductiof
Agency (DTRA) cancellation announcement reiterated it
“need to improve conventional capabilities to defeat
underground targets that pose a threat to the United
Staes” Whether the stetegy is to simulde a nuclear
explosion on a hnker or threden Iran and other ni@ons

in the “axis of evil” with military exercisesthe DTRA's
agenda is very much related to the Department of
Energy's curent drive to reirvigorate the nuclear
weapons program.

would undergo “the appropriate level” of environmental
review.

s As of press timea dine 27th, 2007 pdiz hearing is

scheduled where both parties are to present evidence to
convince the judge to render a final decision - either to
permit an injunction for the tests or grant a dismissal of
the lawsuit. The decision will be posted on our website.

For more inbrmaion, visit: www.StopDivineStrake.com

To join the Citizens Aginst Divine Stake, send an email
to stopdivinestake @eathlink.net with your full name

For the davnwinders who suffered health effects from pasand state or country of residence.

Nevada Test Site &periments and indigenous tribes whos
ancestal land is appropried for the tests the lavsuit
that originally halted the blast remains unresolved.

Despite the fact the Divine Stike test was called off, the
DTRA announced thathere will indeed be smaller tests
DTRA Director James Egnelia has said, “. . . It's time to
look & alternaive methods thobviate the needdr this
type of large-scale test.Rich Miller, an expert witness br
those bringing the suit gainst the gvernment staes tha
“a Hast one-burth the size [of Divine Strake] could still
cary radioactie maderial into populded areasgiven the
right wind and weaher conditions” There has been no
mention of DTRA's intent to complete full erironmental
studies oér its future tests

Robett Hager, the dtor ney representing the plaintiffs
wants the cout to require the gvernment to officialy
define what it means by “confirmatory experiments” and
to provide advanced notice anytime a blast is proposed.
“People who hee suffered the tigedies of prior weapons
testing on the test site should have actual notice of the f
that kind of activity is planned,” he said.

In Hager’s response to theogernment’s motion to
dismiss the lawsuit he wroteThe effect of the re-
suspension of radioactive contaminated soil and its
downwind dispesion are still and avays will be an issue
because of the nature and character of the soils at the
NTS.” In addition to continued court monitoring, Hager is
asking the fedal government to pg the fees and cour
costs of his legal team since theayernment failed to win
its case.

The Defense Threat Reduction Agency’s public affairs

- a— - -
Divine Strake d@st Cancellation Tmeline )
Countdown to a NucleasFee Ruture?

December 22, 2006: The Defense Threat Reduction Agency
(DTRA) announced Public Information Sessions planned for
proposed Divine Strake experiment.

December 22, 2006 — February 7, 2007: Citizens and anti-
nuclear activists participated in information sessions, town hal
meetings, and direct action. Thousands of comments were
submitted to the DTRA in opposition to the test.

February 7, 2007: A joint legislative resolution opposing the
Divine Strake explosion passes in the Utah Senate.

)
Sis

February 22, 2007: Divine Strake test cancelled. DTRA issue
press release stating the intention to “develop advanced analy,
techniques and conduct confirmatory experiments at a much
smaller scale to assist in developing new capabilities to defeat
underground facilities.”

February 23, 2007: Stop Divine Strake Coalition issues press
A¢élease; Utah Representative Matheson and Senator Orrin Ha
declare the cancellation a victory

tch

March 3, 2007: Legal case still pendingRobert Hager attorney
for downwinders and indigenous peoples, asks that smaller sg
“confirmatory experiments” be defined.

ale

April 11, 2007: Legal status hearing sets evidentiary hearing fq
June 27, 2007.

=

May 11, 2007: Response to motion to dismiss filed. The Court
still has jurisdiction even though DTRA proposed a “lesser
action;” without a clear directive from the Court they will return
to their old ways.

office released this statement: “There are currently no
DTRA tests planned using open air explosive detonation
at the NTS,” adding that any future explosive experimen

&June 27,2007: Evidentiary hearing to render a decision. )
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Spring Events: detry and Photos

Pacific Life
Community

Retreat

Father and son
watch as
trespassers go
to the Nevada
Test Sie
holding cage
during the
Pacific Life
Community
Retreat. Photo:
Mario Intino

FHom the Bmple to the €st Site

by Reg Morton

| am filled -
With the mountain silhouettes; the sunsets, the full moon rising,
the desert stillness — the rituals -
Corbin Harney and the ritual of the rising sun —
The Nuclear Stations of the Cross -
ripping into our hearts, my heart
The Shoshone people €arrie Dann powerful - speaking their truth—
Carrie Dann,dancingover the line -
and all of us following -
The rally - so much, just right —
Thewomen, so late on Sunday & on Monday & earlyu&sday -
Listening to each otheholding each other in love . ..
Our visit in the carat breakfast -

Daniel Berigan, S,JSteve Kelly, SJand Louie VitaleOFM
joined with over sixty others from around the country in
cultivating community strengthening resistan¢and

finding hope in this year’s Pacific Life Community Retreat
in March.The revitalized network plans to meet again next
year alVandenbegAir Force Base, with participation from
Pacific Islanders who bore the brunt of decades of nuclear
testing, as well as ongoing ICBM testing frfandenbey.
http://pacificlifecommunityvordpress.com

Mother ’'s Day

Gathering

Julia Moon Sparrow,
Willie Fragosa, and

a tidbit, perhaps - yetrich . . ..

Robin Ray stand behind
Shoshone Elder Corbin
Harney. Photo: Alan

Senauke

Peaceful women at the April 1st Rally & &ion. Sr Rosemary lynch who
celebrated her 90th birthday is in the middlePhoto: Richard Lewnau

On Mothers Dgy this year, friends from around the countr
gathered @a NTS to honor Corbin Haney the beleed spiritual

leader ofthe Westem ShoshoneMore than 100 people spent the

weelend & Peace Camp across from the test sited vere led ly

Rredator
by Reter Ediger

NevadaDesertExperience.or

Corbin in ceremonies to honor the water and bring healing to the We have a new neighbor
Test Site land. Thanks tailla Moon Sparow, Willie Fragosa,

and others for making this beautiful event happen.

April 1st

Rally &
Action

Photo: Mario Intino

Martin Sheen shares his prayer for
peace and transformation at the
April 1st Rally & Action.

Photo: Alan Senauke

features more photos, poetry
reflections from these events
He moved in unannounced.

He is armed and dangerous.

He is known to have killed more than once.
He strikes unsuspecting victims without warning.
He has no conscience.

He is programmed to kill without qualms.
He has lost all his humanity
He has no heatrt.

Big thanks to volunteer John

Amidon who came fom Albary, NY
to help pull off the April 1st event!
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He lives at the Creech Airdtce Base,
Indian Springs, Nevada.

His arms reach around the world.

His name is Redator




“We Won't be Fooled”

continued from page 1

go through peace-loving military members when called
upon to commit to conflict on the personal agenda of ah
unbalanced president.

The event was ‘ery spiritual with speakrs of many

faiths Father Louis Vitale and Sister 6semay Lynch
from the Caholic faith, Dr. Anne Key of the Goddess
path, and the Shoshone elders gave blessings to the |
and for peace.

Jane McAlevey called upon those present to unstand
that the workers & the Test Site hae families to suppar
and that the nation needs to find new types of work for
the people who support their families by working on
these veaponsShe also calleai all to male their \oices
heard with the opportunity in Nevada to influence
naional presidential electionstdahe caucus inahuas.

Rep. Dennis Kucinich could not attend as first annound
a local suppder, Diana Smith, spak his words dr

2007 Sacred Peace WIlk - continued fom page 2

called to leme captivity leave the familiar and strile out
into the deset; to places unknan. We gathered in the
moonlight in the Goddess temple and chanted around
Temple fire — “Eath is my body — wder is nmy blood —
air is my breath and fire is my spirit.”

Toda/'s last full dg of walking — carying our banner
and flags — brought us here, very near the gates of the
Test Site We walled and shared the@irteen nuclear
staions of the crossgraphic imges of the horors of
war, the threa of nuclear annihildon and the dai
death-dealing of resources poured into the nuclear
arsenal. Rlm Sundg mass was cele&ted by Fr. Louie
Vitale and k. Erry Zawada, who'eg spend months and
years of their lives in prisons for nonviolent resistance
war. The setting was a iavel lot & the edge ofthe
desert, against a van covered with a banner to Abolish
Nuclear Weaponstrucks @ing by, Fr. Louie’s cell phone
going off & a key moment — it workd.

And now — we are spread out across the desert’s edge
the sun just set in unspeakable splendor behind the
westemn mountains and the wind has diedwio. The
moon is almost full and Orion hangs éla jevel in the
southemn sky. Trucks still go by. Early in the moming
Corbin Hamey spiritual elder ofthe Westen Shoshong
whose tribal lands are illegally occupied by the NTS, W
lead us in greeting the sun — and we’ll walk to the test
site — to leg sying No, not in our namenot ever. It is
good to be in this place.

ending the occupation of Iraq and stopping nuclear
weapons research and upgles Kucinich’s words inspired
many in the gathering as a common soul in the pursuit of
a peaceful world.

The final spea&r was actor Matin Sheen who pneared
the people for the march to the gate of the test site and the

ndlanned civil disobedience of crossing over the line onto

the test site and being eested br doing so

I marched with the ¥terans br Peace to the ge and

stood listening while the V@clenhut security teamsNye
County sheriffs offices, and Neada Highwg Patrol

officers waited for the demonstrators to cross the line and
take them into custog

It was an amazing day of peace with a very diverse group
of people who see a better direction for America and a

ebetter world when we all find the serenity in nature and

respect 6r our planet and all its inHaitants

Reflections from Sr Stella Goodpasure
Blessed Easter Greetings! #wnav returned from the

th‘?\/Iany Faiths One Heat” Sacred Pace Wdlk from Las

Vegas to the Ngada Test Site It was a memate
experience indeed, one on which | will reflect often. What
a blessing to be walking in the company of dedicated
people who have been opposing nuclear weapons for many
years! The leadership of a number of young people was
encoueging and inspiring toa  They manged the

myriad of logistics admiably, As br myself, | was
sometimes on the receiving end of care, and knew the
gratitude of being the one to receive tender attention to
feet and bog when necessgr | experienced the “let me be
your sevant, too”in the actions ofothers.

to

The beautiful desert contrasted with very troubling sights
and sounds For two days, as ve walled, we sav and

heard bombs exploding to our right—against the
backgound of magnificent mountains some gen snav-
capped. ¥u mg imagine our pain awalking some dgs

—against such a backdrop...and being tolgt Br. Louie

Vitali that out of our sight was an “Iraqi village”
constructed for target practice.

Thank you for your moral support, as well as for your
donations to the Nevada Desert Experience. Let us all
continue in wheever efbrts are open to ysven as we
continue to be the peace we want to bring to our world.
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Nevada Desert Experience is a
501(c)3 non-profit organization, so
your donations are tax-deductable.
If you need a receipt for your tax
records, please let us know. We
are happy to provide receipts for
your donations upon request.

Nevada Desert Experience

1420 West Bartlett Avenue Please visit www.NevadaDesertExperience.org for Nonprofit Organization
Las Vegas, NV 89106 the latest news about the T est Site and the nuclear U.S. Postage
abolition movement. It also features a blog (pictures PAID
. . Las Vegas, NV
and reflections) from our spring events! Permit # 1009

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Hiroshima and Nagasaki Commemoration atds Alamos

This year we will moving our annual
August Desert Witness from the Nevada
Test Site to the Los Alamos Nanal
Laboratory. We invite all our suppoters
to join with Pax Christi Nev Mexico to
vigil, pray and witnessdr peace in Los
Alamos New Mexico on the 63rd Anni-
versary of the nuclear bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

August 3rd and 4th, 2007
Los Alamos Nen Mexico

http://www .paxchristinewmexico.org/
eventshtml



